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What do you get for $465,000,000.00?
A world class park in Tulsa, Oklahoma, that's what!

        If you still live in or around Tulsa you already know about the Gathering Place.  
For those of you who do not, here is the scoop about it.

                                                          Photo from Tulsa World



         About four years ago the city set out to build a really big park (it covers more 
than 66 acres) along Riverside Drive.  A large part of the money to build the park was 
donated by the George Kiaser Foundation.  There were also many donations from other 
organizations and companies.  A lot of the features have plaques with the name of the 
company or organization that provided the money to build it.

      It was such a large 
project that Riverside 
Drive was closed for over
three years. There are 
now two tunnels that the
cars on that road must 
pass through. The green 
areas on top of them are
called land bridges. Those
land bridges lead to more
areas of development on 
the West side of   
Riverside Drive.  

        This structure that resembles the Flying Nun is on what is known as the Boat House. 
Below it is a lake (big pond) where visitors can ride on paddle boats and in canoes.  The 
lady on the motorized conveyance is Carol, my wife of 60 years.



      Before it opened, they had
several days of private tours.  We
were lucky enough to be in on one
of them.  They were in the process
of fnishing up and fne tuning some
of the attractions before the big
public opening.  We had a good
time and the food was free.

      As you go South there
are sports felds, a skate
board area, and several
other things for public use.
There are lots of big things
for kids to play in and on
including the large tower
which was built in Germany
in the picture at the top of
the page.  There will also
be  a children's museum.
We spent most of our time
in the North and center
part of the park.

     

                                                             Warren Cox

RECENT LOST CLASSMATES
 Undeliverable newsletters returned without a forwarding address.

Mary Frances Rawlings Apgar

Walter Thomas

Wayne Thomas

Joe Lewis Wilkins



ADDRESS and PHONE NUMBER CHANGES

Jayme Anderson Farris 600 Commerce Drive
Room 205
Scarborough, ME  04074

Charles Dean Phone number correction
Correct one is  612-360-7692

Patsy Jeffries 3620 E. Shaw Butte Dr.
Phoenix, AZ  85028 – 1438

William T. (Willie) Morris 3737 Hidden Hill Road
Norman, OK  73072                                          

Marcia (Edgerly) Overbey 175 Lane 345 Crooked Lake
Angola, IN  46703

Dan Ragan 8523 Thackery Street, Apt. 2101
Dallas, TX  75225

Patti (Fournier) Tayler 11107 East 13th Street
Tulsa, Ok, 74128
(Patti now lives in Mexico – this is her son's address.
He probably sorts out all the junk mail and only sends
her only the good stuff.)

                  RESPONSES RECEIVED BY MAIL

We got the following letter along with a great donation from Bill Beattie.

    “Hope you can read my writing, you guys over there are doing a 
wonderful job.  If you ever get to come to Norman for a football game 
etc.  Give me a call and we will go to The Garage for a hamburger.  
The Newblock swimming pool was where I used to play a lot of 
baseball in that park.

Hope you can continue with the Newsletter for a few more years. – 
Sure miss Tulsa.”  Cell 405-401-4481, Home 405-387-3152

P.S. Played several football games at Sidney Lanier with Paul Leslie when we 
attended Franklin.  Oh, Sidney Lanier was a secondary school wasn't it?  You guys are 
great.” (I plan on keeping this newsletter going as long as I can.  I also just renewed 



the domain name and hosting for our website   www.rogersclassof52.org . I haven't 
worked with it much lately, but I promise to do better in the future.  Lanier school is a 
primary school, kindergarten through grade 6.  We also have a Garage hamburger place 
here in Tulsa and I wonder if it is the same as the one in Norman.  We haven't been 
there, but the parking lot is usually full when we go by.

You identifed the mystery picture correctly.  It was the home of Cox Motor 
Company.  Owned by my uncle Ray and my cousin Billy.  The name was later changed to 
Cox Motors. It was a dealership for DeSoto and Plymouth until DeSoto ceased production
just after the 1962 models were released.  They replaced the DeSoto with Chrysler and 
continued on until the business was sold to Chris Nikel in about 1994 or 1995. The Bill 
Kennedy you mentioned is my cousin who graduated from Will Rogers in 1954.  By the 
way, thank you for the donation.)   

Joan and Clark Reid sent us a nice donation along 
with the following note. “ Dear Warren, Thanks so 
very much for all you've done and are doing for our 
class of '52.  Please put us on your email list.” 
Thanks, Joan and Clark  (Thank you for the donation  
and the kind words.  The next newsletter just builds 
up from the time that the current one is mailed until 

the time to get the next one printed and in the mail.  I put the responses and other 
items in it as they come in. (If I don't do it that way, this old man would probably either
loose them or forget them.)  Anyway, thanks again.)

Marcia Edgerly Overbey  sends the following note along with a very 
nice donation.
“Dear Warren, 
 It always “makes my day” when I receive the newsletters!!  Thank you
for keeping it going!  You do a Great Job!
My husband, Rogers, died June 1, and I am now living with my daughter 

Lesli in Angola, Indiana.”  (Thank you for the donation and the kind 
words.  I enjoy doing the newsletters.  I have included your new address information in 
the section for address changes.  Thanks again.)

This from William T. (Willie) Morris:  “I enjoy reading the newsletter, 
but I have been remiss in helping you keep it going.  Ginny and I are 
now living in Norman.  Our address is 3737 Hidden Hill Road, 73072.  
Our health is reasonably good.  We are still enjoying bridge, dominoes, 
gardening, and all the other things old people do.  Keep us on your list.
Willie Morris”  (Thanks for the updates.  I will get the corrections 
made.  Also, thank you for the donation.)



RESPONSES RECEIVED BY E-MAIL

  Patti Fornier Taylor 

     “Thank you Warren I’m glad it got there that fast (donation).  I 
have two email addresses and this is the one that PayPal recognizes so 
just leave the one you have because it works too.  I’m impressed with 
all you do because now that I have retired after all these years the 
thought of sitting at a computer that long makes my back hurt.  I’m 

afraid I spent too many years in front of one.  Thanks for sending that mailing list and I 
am more than happy to help you continue your great work.  I really love living in this 
part of Mexico because of the weather and it’s cheap well I should say it was cheap but
prices keep inching up. But so far so good. I will send you by separate email a picture 
from my porch.
Take Care (Cuídate in Spanish).
Patti”  (Thank you for the paypal donation. That is the frst time for one done by paypal.
I left it in my paypal account and deposited cash in the amount of your donation into the
newsletter account at Bank of the West.)  

Gary Parks
“Warren: On that site where the slab remains once stood your uncle's 
DeSoto/Plymouth dealership, Cox Motor Co. I remember it well.  My 
father would take our Plymouth for service there and while waiting, we
would walk across Lewis street to Hawks Dairy soda fountain and have 
an ice cream sundae or malt made with Hawk's Home Town ice cream. 
Hawks was a popular place to go on a hot summer night to cool off.

One more thing, Warren: When you visited your uncle's dealership, did you ever tell em 
"Groucho sent you"?” (Before the building that is now gone was built in the 1940s, the 
dealership was in a small building next door to that location.  The name of the business 
was Cox and Meadows.  I don't remember much more about it way back then, and I had 
forgotten about Hawks Dairy.  Thank you for reminding me.  I had also forgotten about 
Groucho Marks)

Gary also sent this to us: “Warren: I thought some of us may remember when Tulsa 
Douglas was working 24/7 producing the A-26 and other aircraft types for the war effort.  My 
mother was one of those "Rosie the Riveters" although she was an electrician.  I once asked 
why she wanted to work at Douglas, she said, " it was her duty to help win the war." 

This was the last plant newspaper printed before closing and it was two days after Japan 
surrendered.  Everybody went home at their shift end that day and never returned as that was
the final work day.  The War was over. 



I hope some will find this interesting.  Attached is the front page of the Airview News, dated 
August 17 1945 and with an article contained in the paper outlines the plant history. It may be
dif ficult to read but its the best I can do”.  Gary Parks

 
(Sorry Gary, I didn't have room for the other two pages.  If I don't forget, I will 

try to get them in the next newsletter.)



DONATIONS
 Your donations make it possible to keep sending these newsletters.  This time we 
received donations from BILL BAETTIE, WILLIAM T. MORRIS, MARCIA EDGERLY 
OVERBEY, JOAN AND CLARK REID, and PATTI FOURNIER TAYLOR.

The offer still stands.  For any donation of $10.00 or more (Central's is $20.00, but 
they get a nicer directory.  I know because I print it for them.) we will send you a copy 
of our most up to date list of classmates with names, addresses, phone numbers, and 
email addresses, when available.

JUST A REMINDER
I would still like to have any stories or pictures that you would like to share with 

your fellow classmates.  Regular mail or email, both will work.  

MYSTERY PICTURE
         Both Bill Beattie and Gary Parks correctly identifed the mystery picture as the 
site where my uncle's DeSoto/Plymouth dealership once stood.  I am sure all of you can 
understand my total surprise the frst time I drove by the corner of eleventh and lewis 
and saw that the building was missing. 

      Here is an easy one for us Octogenarians (most Millennials wouldn't have the 
slightest idea what the name of this car is).  This is a two part mystery picture.
First, name the car, then tell us where this picture was taken.  Since this question has 
two answers, you will get double credit for getting it right, but two times “no prize” still
equals “no prize”.   



IN CLOSING

HAPPY NEW YEAR
  

Well, here it is 2019 already. Who woulda thunk it?  Anyway, here we are, 
probably by being careful and doing what the doctor says.  I hope that you all had a 
good year.  I know that isn't true for some.  The years are catching up with us and that 
brings sadness sooner or later.

Enough of that, let's talk about the future.  I think that as much as possible, we 
should keep busy at things we enjoy.  It may be gardening, reading, cooking and baking, 
or as they say, “whatever foats your boat”.  I picked up two new hobbies at the frst of
2018 that will keep me busy through 2019 and hopefully beyond. One is fying small 
remote controled airplanes and the other is 3D Printing.  Believe it or not, a 90 year old 
gentleman that I met fying the planes got me started with the 3D printing.  Proves that
you are never old to learn something new. Two years ago, I took a couple of electrical 
courses at the vo-tech school that I taught at for 27 years  I already knew a lot of the
stuff, but I learned a lot of new things and had a “blast” doing it.

If you have a hobby or something that you are intersted in and would like to share 
it with us, please send it in with a picture or two and I will get it in a newsletter.  Lets 
all try to have a good year, and if you still drive, “keep it between the ditches”!

Your Newsletter Gang of One, Warren

    
And Will Rogers says:

       

      “As for distance from New York, that 
means nothing to us.  Let New York estimate
their distance from us.  We make no effort 
to toady to their millionaire trade.  We 
raise our own millionaires in Oklahoma.”
                    May 29, 1926




