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OBITUARY

The Tulsa Petroleum Club, 60 years of age, passed away and closed its 
doors on June 27, 2011 after a long illness.  It was a natural death. 
R.I.P.  Funeral services are pending and may or may not be 
announced.

The downtown-based oil and gas industry organization could not raise 
the $250,000 needed to keep its doors and membership rolls open. 
The petroleum club was once a hot spot for industry insiders dining 
and dealing on the 15th and 16th floors of the high-rise at 601 S. 

Boulder Ave. in Tulsa, Okla.  The Club moved into its present 
location Oct., 1952 and through the following decades, the building 
became known as the Petroleum Club Building.  During this period, 
the membership grew from a select group of oil-field wildcatters and 
oil industry executives to a membership that, at one time, included a 
more diverse community.

The members, in addition to enjoying traditional 
services, joined to use the Club's banquet halls prior to attending 
cultural events, to attend the Club's sponsored social program, and 
special interest activities that fostered camaraderie.  Many weddings 
were held in its facilities.  Membership was by invitation only 



extended by the Club with approval of the House Committee.  The Tulsa Petroleum 
Club did not discriminate in its selection of members on the bases of race, color, sex, or 
religion.

The Club had its first decline in April, 1979 when the Club's annual “Las Vegas” 
gambling party was raided by the Tulsa Police. 
Misdemeanor gambling charges were filed 
against the Club.  The raid is still talked about 
among its members today.  In January, 1994, 
fire heavily damaged the building.  The Club 
rebuilt the facilities in its present location. 
Lately, however, Losses have averaged 
$20,000 to $30,000 per month as membership 
dropped in half.  There has been a perceived degradation in food services.  The recent 
recession and assessment of $800 fee charged to all members in Jan. 2011 moved along 
the Club's demise.  The officers of the club hoped for a resurrection, but more than three 
days have elapsed and nothing has happened.

(Editors note: Indeed the Petroleum Club closed it's doors and that era seems to have 
closed.  The close scrutiny of corporate spending and the present day economy probably 
had a significant impact on it's closing)

Bill and Tess Northcutt

THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS....REUNION 60

RESPONSES

Joe Timmons sent us a note:  “I greatly enjoy the Newsletter for Rogers class of '52. 
Please keep up the good work!”  (thank you Joe for the donation, it really helps!)

“Thank you for the great Newsletter about our class activities.  Looking forward to our 
next reunion.”  This was sent by Joyce (Jameson) Moore.  (Joyce thank you for the 
donation to help us keep going!)

Sue (Orvis) Arrington said:  “ Y'all do such a good job! Apply this where needed. 
Thanks! Sue”  (we so appreciate your steady support Sue!)



“I always enjoy the Newsletter>  The March issue had some good pictures of the 
“Blizzard of 2011”!”  Best wishes, Dan Strong  (the donation is greatly appreciated 
Dan)

An e-mail from Bill Latting was received responding to the inquiry about the POW's at 
the Fairgrounds.  “I don't remember the POW's but I think I remember hearing my folks 
talking about them.  I do remember all the troops that passed thru there and camped out 
at the Fairgrounds on their way overseas.  My folks used to take food, cakes, etc. out to 
them  There were barracks there too but it is my recall that military families or possibly 
other lived in them during the years we were at Wilson which was after the war.  One 
day I walked home with Pat Fournier ( an early infatuation) from Wilson and that's 
where she and her parents lived, in one of those barracks “apartments.”  At least that's 
what the old memory is telling me.  Perhaps Pat could shed some light on the POW 
thing.”  Thanks Bill for sharing!!

Frank Wood again correctly guessed the mystery picture.  “ This “mystery picture” is of 
the Methodist Circuit riders home that was originally located in what is now downtown 
Tulsa.  It was moved around several times and finally wound up in Owen Park.  The 
dark portion of the house was where some vandals attempted to burn it down several 
years ago.  Fortunately there is a fire station about 500 feet from it and they put out the 
flame.  In the next few days I'm going to send you a “mystery” picture that will baffle 
those who attended Henry Kendall/Woodrow Wilson and another picture for the 
Sequoyah/Cleveland attendees.” (We are Awaiting those pictures Frank)

April Underhill Holt sent us an obituary notice about her mother, Linda Bivins 
Underhill.  “I regret to inform you that my mother passed away 6-10-11 in Athens, TX. 
Mon enjoyed your newsletters and would tell me stories as she could remember them of 
your youth.  God bless you all.”  Linda was born in Beggs, OK and had lived in Athens 
since 1973.  Active in her church, St. Step[hen's Anglican Church.  She had 3 sons and a 
daughter.

A letter from Ann Sherrod tells us: “I am still involved in Toastmasters and recently 
won 1st  place in an International Speech Contest with my speech entitled, “Que Sera 
Sera” about becoming the person you want to be and finding the right career.  I have 
enjoyed Stephen Ministry training this Spring and will finish in June.  The 
Conversational Spanish class I have been taking has been interesting and of course my 
constant companion is my precious puppy “Tallulah.”  She is so much fun!  Hope all is 
well with all of you.  I enjoy hearing about your lives through the Newsletter.”

Clayton Saul sent us a letter sharing some thoughts and tells about an incident so long 
ago.  “Things change as we get older; one of the first things to go is the “Good Old 
Memory.”  I've tried to remember what was at the corner of 15th and Harvard – a 



hamburger place west of Harvard on the north side of 15th?  A produce store in the N. E. 
corner and what was on the S. E. corner, S. W. corner, a drug store?

What I do remember about the fairgrounds is that 3 or 4 of us young fellows about 
12 or 14 years old got hold of a horse (I think it belonged to Bill and Jerry Culiver) and 
saddled it up one night but only 2 could ride so when we got to the Fairgrounds we 
spotted a carriage parked by a barn.  It was in good shape so we decided there was no 
more walking and took the shafts, ran them through the stirrups and tied them securely. 
With one of us on the horse the rest of us climbed into the buggy.  With a “gitty up”, the 
horse started and as he moved looked back to see what was coming along behind him. 
Away he went for his barn across the Fairgrounds.  When he turned the first corner, the 
buggy riders went a-roll'en in the dust and then the horse threw his rider about 100 yards 
further.  When our parents heard about it and had to pay for damages, it wasn't fun or 
funny”.

We had a letter from Jon Howard who shared some information on our lost list.  He 
also shared his opinion on the P.O.W. issue.  Says there never were P.O.W.'s in Tulsa. 
Jon, thank you for the compliment on the Newsletter, we appreciate it.  (Editor note: 
Please see “In Closing)

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

As was mentioned in the responses, Linda Bivins Underhill passed away on 6-10-11. 
Our prayers go out to the family and friends in these tough times.

MARCH NEWSLETTERS RETURNED – HELP!!

If you have any current addresses for the following, please let us know.
Jody Quinten jodytq@gmail  or Ed Stadler ej2stadler@cox.net

They were mailed as follows:

Jim Ogden Laura Moore Richardson
6910 Frankhoma Road 909 S. Delaware Ave.  #7
Tulsa, OK 74137 Tulsa, OK 74131

mailto:jodytq@gmail
mailto:ej2stadler@cox.net


WILL ROGERS H.S. CLASS OF “52 LOST CLASSMATES

Baker, Mary Ellen Kane, Don
Blake, Mary Kiper, Elizabeth
Brasel, Cleta Lawson, Homer Dale
Buchannan, Leonard Karl McCormick, Peggy
Buker, Phil Leroy McKinney, Barbara
Busby, Carlene McMillan, Catherine
Carson, Ermal Joan Malet, Marilyn Helen
Carter, Jack Moore, Gary
Conley, Alyce Sue Moore, Laura
Coyl, Cynthia Neal, Ima Lee
Dickens, Shirley Ogden, Jim
Dalton, Joyce Orelup, Nancy
Danel, Bonnie Owens, Beverly
Davis, James Barton Padgett, Victor, Jr.
Davis, Richard Perry, Jim Lee
Day, Francis Edwina Peterson, Jerry
Emmert, Margaret Pfister, Jerry
Ferguson, William Gene Phelps, Mary
Fryar, Shirley Ann Potts, Evelynne Faye
Garrett, Sandy Powell, Ralph L.
Griffin, Inez Reynolds, Dorothy F.
Griffing, Carl Boyd Rowe, Bill
Griggs, Jerry Schrodeck, Joann E.
Hales, James William Shaw, Joan
Hall, Wilma Jean Smith, Beverly Ann
Hancock, Joan Snider, Dorothy
Harris, JoAnn Straight, Silvia Dell
Harris, Tommy Stubbelfield, Peggy Sue
Harp, Nancy Jane Thomas, Gerald Ward
Hill, Jerry Joann Van Ardsdale, Paula Sue
Hippenstell, Curtis Dwane Vandaveer, Peter Cary
Howe, Michael Van Noy, Raymond
Howell, Peggy Wagoner, Gary Joe
Humphrey Patricia J. Walker, Bert Faye
Jeffries, Patsy Walton, Jimmie
Johnson, Betty Louise Willey, Janette
Jones, Joan Wright, Ann
Kammerling, Jimmie D.



The above is a list of our classmates that are lost.  We do not know anything about where 
they are, or their current situation.  It is possible that some have passed away without our 
knowing, or you may know something of their whereabouts.  If there is someone you 
knew of in the past but are no longer in touch with, please let us know the last place you 
knew where they were.  That would be a good place for us to start our search.  It would 
be great to locate at least some of them before the reunion.  Thanks for your help.  You 
can either let us know at the Newsletter or contact me on our website: 
http://www.rogersclassof52.org

Warren Cox

DONATIONS

We were so grateful to receive donations from the following classmates.  Again, 
“THANK YOU!”  You make this all possible!!
Sue(Orvis) Arrington, Joyce (Jameson) Moore, Dick Moyer, C. E. (Clayton) Saul, 
Dan Strong, and Joe Timmons.  You are the GREATEST!!!

REUNION SIXTY

We are a very short year away form celebrating our sixtieth Reunion from “Will on the 
Hill”.  I sincerely hope you will try to make this one.  We are working to take care of 
some early needs, that being determining the dates of the reunion and the place where 
we will be located.  We are indeed in need of help to carry this off.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact me per the listings below.  I will be calling a meeting in the 
near future and would love to have you be a part of it.  We would like to see a very 
relaxed reunion with plenty of time to visit.  We would like to see a schedule that is easy 
to follow, and easy to accomplish.  Who needs complications at this point.  Please let me 
know of your interest and we will get this thing rolling.  I am looking forward to seeing 
all of you.  Email: dfsouthare@att.net  Ph. 918-747-0404

Carol Pittman Southard

WILL ROGERS TO BECOME EARLY COLLEGE MAGNET SCHOOL

Will Rogers High School will be involved in the Early College Program which promises 
the opportunity for students to simultaneously earn a high school diploma and an 
associates degree, so this will transform Rogers from a traditional high school into an 
early college high school.  This program will introduce collegiate-level courses to 
students while they are still in high school.  They will be earning college credits as well 

mailto:ddsouthare@att.net
http://www.rogersclassof52.org/


as attaining their High School Degree.

The first group of students in the new Rogers High will be 7th - 9th grades.  There will not 
be an 11th or 12th grade class for the next two years, and there will not be a graduating 
class.  A student will be able to graduate and have have high school and college credits 
at the same time.  Originally the eleventh and twelfth grades located at another Early 
College High School located at Tulsa Community College were to be moved to Rogers” 
Campus.  But it was decided to leave them there and postpone the inclusion of these 
grades.  They will be phased in during the next two years.  There will be 125 positions in 
each class and they will be filled by lottery.  They will continue graduations in Spring of 
2013.

Though this is quite a change for the old School, it certainly brings it into the 21st 

Century.  This should guarantee, to some extent, Will Rogers High School's  existence 
into the foreseeable future.  It would certainly be a shame to loose such a beautiful 
building and icon to Tulsa's education horizon.

Sue Baker McBride

Freshman at “Rush Party” Susan Hayward Robert Preston

The pictures of the parade were taken around 1949 or 1950.  It was held in honor of the 
premier of the movie “Tulsa” which was held here.  The stars, Robert Preston and Susan 
Hayward along with Chill Wills were in Town.  The celebrities stayed at the Tulsa Hotel 
which no longer exists .  With a note form home, students were dismissed for the parade. 
Parades really brought out the people back in the day.



This picture is of the Yearbook committee in 1952.

MYSTERY PICTURE

Once again, Frank Wood correctly identified the picture.  It was the “oldest” house in 
existence in Tulsa.  It was a parsonage home to a Circuit Rider Methodist Preacher.  It 
was originally located in the 400 block of North Cheyenne.  It was moved to Owen Park 
in 1976 and is kept there today.  The preacher was Sylvester Morris.  He was shot and 
killed by lawmen who had mistaken him for a whiskey peddler.  The horse continued to 
the home, the carriage bearing his body. 

Frank has done very well on the Mystery Picture 
of late.  He has sort of issued a challenge to all of 
you who attended Kendall, Wilson, Sequoyah, and 
Cleveland.  It seems he has some pictures meant to 
astound and baffle you.  However, we have not 
received them.  We are patiently waiting. 
Meanwhile we will try once again to test your 
memory of things around “T” Town.
I think Tulsa has many unique sights.  We have 
such a diverse representation of architecture that 
offers many things of beauty.  Perhaps all cities 

offer this, but I am a little prejudice.  I think Tulsa is one of the best.  We don't have the 
age as does older cities along the coastlines, but we have the history of the storied 
“Oilmen”.  Their new found wealth, their pretentious lifestyles, and unrivaled 
philanthropy brought so many beautiful things to our fair city.  Here is another fine 
picture brought to you by our esteemed photographer who would very much like to 
confound you.  Maybe it is his time to win.  But, then, I may not put my money on him 
just yet!.  Lots of luck to all.



MY FRIEND PAUL

I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOUR INDULGENCE FOR A FEW MOMENTS AS I 
TELL YOU ABOUT MY FRIEND Paul.  After the 50th Reunion, which I attended with 
my wife Jody Ture Quinten, the Reunion Committee decided to launch the Newsletter.  I 
was not overly skilled in computer savvy, but had enough and the programs needed to 
make this happen.  Jody happily offered my services and I accepted.  When the 
Newsletter Committee first met one of them was Paul McBride.  He quickly became a 
good friend.  He was fiercely loyal and supported anything I did.  Many times I didn't 
earn it.  He was a brilliant mind with a memory I could only dream about.  He could 
recite at a moments notice that long poem that was engraved on the West wall of the 
Will Rogers Auditorium.  He was insightful, inquisitive, and never quit learning.  He 
was an accomplished yachtsman and a great aviator.  Those were just a few of the things 
he mastered in life.  He finished his career as a college teacher.  I now lament the fact 
that I was not as attentive as a friend should have been these last months.  Paul passed 
away on May 29, 2011.  We have lost a great friend and a great co-worker.  We will miss 
you and your chair will always be open in my eyes.  Captain, you have the controls 
again.  Rest easy, I've got your six.

Dan Quinten

IN CLOSING

I have discovered I cannot stop getting old.  What a bummer.  Along the way there is a 
few things I have learned.  Age and experience does not give me  the right to force my 
knowledge on anyone.  Though what I have learned may save someone a lot of pain, 
there are times they have to learn just like I did.  Getting older has never given me the 
right to be rude, ill-mannered or discourteous.  That is a choice.  Most of life is made up 
of choices, and I try to make the best.

Not that I have taken the fun out of getting old, lets move on.  According to all my 
research, the question of the presence of POWs in the area is true.  Though there never 
were any POWs at the Fairgrounds, there was a very large camp located in Bixby.  At 
one time it housed over 700 prisoners.  They were made up of both Germans and 
Italians.  They were seen all around Tulsa, as they were taken out regularly to shop etc. 
They wore  their clothes designating them as prisoners.  They were apparently treated 
very well as a number of them came back in the years after the war bringing their 
families with them to show where they spent that part of the war years.

There were barracks on the fairgrounds, and the area was used as an overnight stop for 
many troops moving across country.  Those barracks were turned into apartments after 



the war because housing was very limited in those days.  Bill Latting said that the family 
of classmate Pat Fornier lived there at one time.  The bits and pieces of history are 
always interesting.

If you have pictures of those days of our memories we would love to share them with 
the class.  Whether it be of some event in Tulsa or personal pictures out of those great 
years.  If you or a family member could email them to us, that would be ideal.  If you 
wanted to mail us a copy that would be fine also.  Please do not send your originals,  we 
would do our best to take care of them and would return them, but it makes us nervous. 
We hope you enjoy the Newsletter, and think Reunion.

Newsletter Gang

Bill & Tess, Ed & Joanne, Wayne & Phylis, Sue, Warren, Dan & Jody


