
A GATHERING PLACE
The term “A gathering place” can have many connotations.  One could be bad as a 
coven of witches meeting at a gathering place on Halloween.  One could be good as 
a group of people meeting at Oral Roberts University for a gathering to celebrate 
Christ by song and praise.  A Gathering Place here has a good connotation such as 
“A Gathering Place” for the citizens of Tulsa to serve as Tulsa's Central Park.  We 
mentioned it in our newsletter article, dated June 2013, titled, “Riverside Drive” 
about the purchase of the B.B. Blair Mansion by the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation.

The Foundation has pledged between $100 million and $150 million to construct the 
park, which includes 33.6 acres of the Blair Mansion property at 26th Place and a 
21.5 acre track that includes the Crow Creek Apartments, also known as the 
Sundance and Legacy Apartments, South of 31st Street.

The city of Tulsa recently applied for a $14.8 million federal grant that would be 
used to help fund $40 million in public and private improvements along Riverside 
Drive from 24th Street to 33rd Place, where the park is to be built.

Construction is expected to begin in 2014 and will be completed in late 2016 or 



early 2017.  The design includes two land bridges over Riverside Drive, a pond, a 
boathouse, a lodge, gardens and playground area, as well as a mist mountain, where 
young and old can escape Tulsa's brutally hot summer temperatures.  The park also 
includes two large greens on the west side of Riverside Drive that will bump into 
the Arkansas River.

As part of the project, River Parks trails from 24th Street to 33rd Place will be 
reconstructed.  The foundation is looking for a plan that would connect the Blair 
property on the east side of Riverside Drive to the River Parks Trails on the west 
side, while providing easy access to the park.  The two areas will be connected by 
land bridges.

Construction of Phase One of “A Gathering Place for Tulsa,” as we have said, is 
expected to begin in mid 2014 and will be completed in late 2016 or early 2017. 
Phase Two of the project calls for a cultural museum to be built on seven acres 
currently occupied by Sundance Apartments.  The project is expected to be 
completed in three to six years.

I think it is just incredible that Tulsa has the wherewithal and commitment to do 
something like this and that it will come in such a short period of time.  I also 
hope that most of us will still be around to see this completed project.

Bill and Thressa Northcutt

TULSA'S OLDEST REMAINING MOVIE THEATRE
CELEBRATES 85TH BIRTHDAY

Many of our classmates will 
certainly remember attending 
movies and taking our dates 
to the 85 year old Circle 
Theatre.

The Circle Theatre located at 
Admiral and Lewis (Whittier 
Square Area), is the only 
remaining theatre, 
continuously operated as a 
theater, in Tulsa.  Other 
theatres, such as the 
Majestic, Ritz, Rialto, 
Orpheum, as well as the 
Delman, were either demolished or taken over for other uses.  For the past eight 
years, hoping to encourage the showing of independent, foreign and documentary 
flms in Tulsa which might not otherwise be offered to a market of this size, the 
Circle has operated as an art-house movie theatre.  Silent movies were shown at 
the Circle when it opened in 1928.  At its present state, digital projection and 3-D 
movies are shown.

The circle opened for business July 15, 1928 at a construction cost of approximately 
$62,000, which did not include the cost of the organ.  The organ was a 2 manual, 4 
rank Robert Morton, costing approximately $15,000.  William R Chilton, owner of 
the building, commissioned Jim Burnside as the architect, builder and engineer.  Its 
location was on the original Route 66 that ran through Tulsa from 1926 until 1932 
before Route 66 was rerouted to 11th Street, and it was the frst theatre in Tulsa 
outside of the immediate downtown area.



The Circle was constructed to seat 
approximately 105 movie goers, and 
in November 2012 another 
auditorium was opened which 
seated 125.  In July 2013 a second 
auditorium was opened seating 250, 
making a seating capacity total of 
480.  These renovations were made 
possible by donations from 
community leaders appreciative of 
the Circle's mission, as well as a    
grant from the Route 66 
Foundation.  An obvious change to 

the present day Circle guests will be the return to the original lobby  dating to 
the 1938 opening of the theatre.

Gary Millikan

TULSA ICON TO CLOSE ON NEW YEAR'S EVE

Steve's Sundry, one of Tulsa's few remaining small independent bookstores will close 
for the last time at the end of the year.  Steve's Sundry was started in 1947 by 
Steve Stephenson and has been selling books, magazines, and running an old-
fashioned soda fountain and lunch counter ever since.  The store will operate as 
normal through Christmas, with a sale of fnal items planned after Christmas before 
the store closes.

Changes in the book and magazine publishing industry, specifcally more use of 
internet and readership, has taken a toll on book sellers big and small. Steve 
Stephenson died in 2011 and the store has been run since then by his daughter-in-
law, Joanie Stephenson.  She said the closing will leave a hole in the local book 
and author market, one that needs to be flled.

Warren Cox

RESPONSES
Laquita (Thompson) Linton wrote, “Dear Newsletter Staff, What a great job you are 
doing with the paper year after year, and the enjoyment we have received from it! 
It has been wonderful.  Oh yes the pictures are great too!  How to say “thank 
you!”  Just Thanks Again.  God Bless All, (Thanks Laquita for your note, you have 
blessed us – it inspires to go on – AND the donation you sent allows us to continue 
sending out the newsletter also.)



I enjoy the newsletter, thanks!  We received this from Joe Devasher (Marilyn 
Bullock's husband)  (Thank you Joe for your kind words and we also appreciate 
your help with the donation in the memory of Marilyn.)

“This last newsletter was very informative.  I did not know Riverside Drive has so 
much to offer now.  It was just a grassy area when I used to go there.  I was 
especially interested in Sue Craven's article on the old Tulsa Ice House.  My parents 
used to make ice cream most every week in the summer and I remember going to 
that ice house as far back as my Sequoyah Grade School days.  All articles are a 
most enjoyable read.  Please let the group know.”  This was sent by classmate Don 
Ragan.  (Thanks for your comments Don.)

We heard from Pat (Hughes) Scott with the following: “Your Newsletters are so 
'amazing.  I love reading them all.  I spent 30 years working for IBM on fight 
systems for Apollo Space Shuttle and Hubble Space Telescope.  I retired and moved 
to Cape Canaveral near the beach.  My husband Ron and I have a ranch near 
Cheyenne, OK where we spend summers.  We are both Okies!  Here are some funds 
to help with your costs.”  (Thank you Pat for your response and the donation! Bless 
you!) 

Charles Dean wrote the following: “Greetings from Minneapolis, and thanks so much 
for continuing the newsletter.  Always great to hear about new developments in 
Tulsa, including the upgrades to Riverside Drive, but of course always to hear 
about the loss of another classmate, most recently Sue McBride.  I have marvelous 
memories about WRHS playing in the trumpet trio with Jon Forsythe and Richard 
Davis, leading the swing band with Joyce Burnham, The Thomas twins, Randy 
Bossard, Harold Nichols and others at dances after the football games, conducting 
the pit orchestra with the great Joan Murphy at Roundup, playing in my father's 
big band at the Blue Moon in north Tulsa, and going to English class with Madge 
Gibson, a good friend of my great aunt Tommie Barnes.

My Son continues the Dean Trumpet tradition playing in the St. Olaf College 
orchestra.  He is in several jazz, choral groups and the orchestra which toured 
China last year.  Both he and his sister, Kelly are graduating from St Olaf next 
spring and heading to medical school having nailed the MCAT!  I am semi-retired 
from the Minneapolis VA Med Center in December but am continuing participation 
on the Regional Formulary Committee and an Institutional Review Board and 
teaching neuroscience in psychiatry at U. of MN which is great fun. 

I'm also working on a book, The Skeptic's Guide to Psychiatry - fun too.  Call me in 
Minneapolis or email at ses009@frontiernet.net.  I'd love to hear from you or any 
of our classmates.  Enclosed is a contribution for the newsletter.  (Thank you for 
sending the update on yourself and for the nice donation! Blessings)

'Enclosed is a photograph done in 1975 of Will Rogers, commissioned by the 
University of Tulsa as an award and presented to Lowell Thomas for his years of 
service as a reporter and broadcaster.  Do what you wish with it as I consider this 
an unfnished project put to rest.  Best regards to you and the staff of the 
newsletter.  Sincerely, Jim Kelley  (Thank you for the photograph Jim, we will be 
looking to use it in our next newsletter.  Thank you for thinking of us!)

We heard from Patti Taylor with the following: “How much I enjoyed the 
Newsletter and now I am saving them digitally instead of in a fle cabinet.  This one, 
however, is for my next trip to Tulsa in October.  I am going to visit all these 
places.  Usually when I go to Tulsa, I spend time just visiting with my daughter and 
son.  But this time I am going to drag one of them along so I can see frsthand 
these wonderful changes.  I was so sad to hear about Sue McBride.  I had no idea 
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she was Ill. I guess I think people are always going to be there.  Still haven't 
gotten used to them leaving us.  Thanks again.”  (Thank you for your e-mail Patti!)

The mystery picture is the Old Holmes Estate on Memorial (across from Oertles). 
That should stir some memories!.  Glad to get the e-news letter.  It came in loud 
and clear.  I will send a donation by snail mail.  Regards to the staff of the 
newsletter,” Joe Devasher (husband of Marilybn Bullock)  (Hey, YOU WON JOE!!!  
Yes, the picture was the Holmes Estate!!  Congratulations and thank you for the 
donation).

Bob Hart wrote, “Thanks to you and all your crew for another interesting and 
informative issue of the Newsletter.  I used to enjoy driving Riverside Drive, but I 
was not aware of some of the history that goes with it.  And thanks for keeping us 
up to date on the news of our classmates.  Best wishes to all of them.  Looking 
forward to the nest issue. (A check is in the mail to help with expenses). (thank 
you Bob for the kind words and the donation – yes, every donation helps!!)

“Warren, thank you.   You guys are doing a beautiful. Job.  How's your recuperation 
coming by the way?   Are you running any foot-races” (referencing Warren's recent 
4 by-pass heart surgery) from Lonnie Davis  (Thank you Lonnie – so glad you 
enjoy receiving yours via e-mail!)

Jim Harrison (WRHS '50) sent us an update on his wife, Nancy Shields Harrison 
with his request that they receive the Newsletter via e-mail.  Their address is: 3213 
North Battle Creek Drive, Broken Arrow, OK 74012,  E-mail is  nanciejim@cox.net 
Nancy had a major stroke Jan. 2010 with 80% recovery now except still affecting 
speech.  She can walk now and attend to most of her physical needs.  It has been 
a long road to recovery and she still struggles some.  Her phone number is (918) 
355-8706 if you would like to call or write her, she would love to hear from you. 
(Thank you Jim for updating us oh Nancy's health and for receiving the Newsletter 
via e-mail.)

We received a letter and article from Joyce (Burnham) Rieske.  She says, 
“Greetings and thank you so much for all your diligence in researching and writing 
the many articles included in the newsletter all these years and for sending the 
results of your efforts to all of us.  We are fortunate to have such a fne staff of 
dedicated class members keeping us up to date.  The June edition may very well be 
the best ever!  I'll be enclosing a section of my local newspaper, The Star, in which 
art deco in Tulsa is spotlighted.  I was disappointed “Will on the Hill” was not 
included but the places mentioned were fondly remembered by me.  On a personal 
note: I'm in rehearsal for a new play, Random, written by a local playwright, 
Michael Perlmutter.  In it, I play the part of a psychiatrist, Mavis Beauchamp. 
Again accept my appreciation and please do keep up the good work.

The news article, entitled “OOO-klahoma “ in the Sunday paper there in Oxnard CA 
had pictures of Philbrook, Boston Ave. Meth. Church and the history and art deco 
with explanations of the Atlas Life Building, the Mayo Hotel, the Philcade Bldg, and 
Gilcrease Museum.  Very pretty to have been produced so far away from us. 
(Thank you Joyce for the nice letter and enclosing the news article.  We all are 
proud of our history here in Tulsa.)

We heard from Don Pope, husband of Suzy Loveless Pope sharing their new 
address, phone number and e-mail address: 14901 N. Penn Ave. #A, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73134, (905) 286-2627 and e-mail  dpope@cox.net.  They live in the United 
Methodist Independent and Assisted Living Facility called Epworth Villa.  Suzy is in 
a memory care unit enjoying hearing from classmates ad Don Helps her recall.  One 
problem is fnding the pictures of those that respond so she can place them.  They 
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are looking for a close friend of Suzy's, Edwina Richison, class of “56 as near as 
they can determine.  (If you know about this Will Rogers person please let them 
know.)

Ed and Joanne Stadler
DONATIONS

 Once again, we want to thank our classmates for your generous donations to help 
keep our Newsletter coming to each one of you.  A “BIG Hey Thanks” to each one of 
the following: Charles Dean, Joe Devasher, Robert Hart, Laquita (Thompson) 
Linton, Betty (Bishop) Moncrief, C. R. (Dick) Moyer, Joyce Rieske and Pat 
(Hughes) Scott.

TULSA – “THIS AND THAT”
Iconic Bookstore Closing – Steve's Sundry book and magazine store will close Dec. 
31st.  Located at 26th and Harvard, it has been selling books and magazines and 
running an old-fashioned soda fountain and lunch counter since opening in 1947. 
Opened by Steve Stephenson who passed away in 2011, his daughter-in-law, 
current business manager, says with the tough economy and the changing 
publishing world it is time to close the doors.  Many of us have fond memories of 
“Steve's Sundrys”.  We will miss it.

The Final Harvest in Bixby – It is the end of an era as Conrad Farms Closes 
October 1st.  It is one of the last holdouts from Bixby's agricultural roots.  As the 
brothers Vernon, Eugene and Marvin Conrad, in their 70's now retire, they will 
close the market store and the 400-acre vegetable farm, a multigenerational 
enterprise in Bixby which is now a booming suburban center.  After buying a small 
farm near Sapulpa in 1931, Chester and Pauline Conrad moved to Bixby buying 400 
acres near 151st and Memorial in 1942.  The store opened in the 1950's.  With no 
apparent younger conrad's interest in farming' they felt it was time to sell.

Buffett Buys the Tulsa World – Warren Buffett's BH Media Group bought the 
Tulsa World after more than 100 years of ownership by the Lorton family.  The 
announcement was made by Robert E. Lorton III, the company's CEO and the 
newspaper's publisher.  He shared that in 1911, Eugene Lorton moved from the 
Pacifc Northwest to edit an upstart Republican Journal in a Democrat controlled 
state.  The World and Lorton family have been synonymous ever since.

Entrepreneurship – In a recent popular vote, Tulsa ranked no. 7 among the 20 
medium-sized cities according to a list of the “Best cities for Young Entrepreneurs 
in 2013” on the website of Under30CEO.

This site defnes itself as the “leading media property for educated ambitious 20 to 
30 year olds.”  they voted on the locations they thought were the best places for a 
new company to open shop based on local resources, culture, atmosphere and 
overall appeal to a new entrepreneur.  Way to go TULSA!!

Joanne Stadler

ADDRESS CHANGES
Karl Reid,  2824 North Lincoln Street #N
Stillwater, OK  74075

Sue (Orvis) Arrington 13181 South 67th East Avenue
Bixby, OK  74008

Betty (Bishop) Moncrief, 8607 Fair Oaks Pky.
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX  78015



Suzy Lovelless Pope, 14901 N. Penn Ave. #1A
Oklahoma city,  OK 73134

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

Charles Pike Rowan – July 31, 2013

Tommy Richard. Gilbert – August 4, 2013

IN MEMORIAM
Charlie Rowan had a gift with the camera, a professional photographer, he did the 
frst Muppets Calendar.  In recent years he lived in Fallbrook, CA, proudly reminding 
us that it is the Avocado Capital of the World.  He will be fondly remembered and 
sorely missed by his friends including: Leo Christerson, Jim Sandberg, Dick Moyer, 
Roger Berg, and Ed Stadler.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tommy Gilbert was born June 14, 1933 in Peoria, Illinois and was the oldest of 8 
children.  Colonel Gilbert earned his Masters Degree from the university of Utah in 
1977.  He was commander of the 130th and 109th Squadrons of the Utah Air National 
Guard and retired from there in 1989.  He also worked for the Federal Aviation 
Administration and retired in 1990.

MYSTERY PICTURE

IN CLOSING
Well, another year has almost come and gone.  We have enjoyed bringing you the 
news of happenings here in T-Town, and the news of our classmates activities.  With 
each passing year we loose a few old friends.  It isn't easy, but it is a fact of life.

But look at the bright side, If you are not already eighty years old, you will be in 
a few months.  We have seen and lived through a lot of history. Many of the things 
we take for granted today did not even exist when we were born.  I say this as I 
write this on my computer while watching my fat screen TV.

Since this is the last Newsletter for 2013, we want to wish all of you a Bountiful 
Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We hope that 2014 will be a 
good year for you and your loved ones.

The Newsletter Gang 



And Will Rogers says:

“Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot 
easier'n puttin' it back.”

“ You know you are getting old when everything 
either dries up or leaks.”


