
THANKS

The reunion planning group often receives kind words of praise for efforts put forth on the 
reunion and newsletter.  Being the “new kids on the block”, Marilyn and I can tell you these 
expressions of “thanks” are much appreciated and encouraging, more that you may realize. 
This crew works hard and the praises are well deserved, but in all fairness you need to know 
“the rest of the story.”

While we definitely have our serious moments, the prevailing atmosphere is laughter and 
general craziness.  Few committees can claim their members actually look forward to each 
meeting, but that be us!  You don't want to know some of the stuff that's happened (although it 
does have the makings of a great sit-com!).  Ive never been involved with such a flexible, 
cohesive, cooperative group of folks who make work a pleasure.  To me it has been like a 
series of mini-reunions which resulted in getting to know classmates better than I knew them 
in high school. With the added bonus of meeting their spouses.  So, all that to say this.  We 
were privileged to be the planners, had a ball doing it, and the big reward was having you join 
us for the 55th anniversary of the finest class ever to grace the halls of Will Rogers High 
School.

Bill Latting

FRIDAY NIGHT

Friday night was a lot of jun at the Tulsa Builders Association Pavilion.  We had a great meal 
by Tulsa's Rib Crib BBQ, (a nice place for good food, owned and operated by Babe 
Chandler's family) hilariously done by Joyce Burnham Rieske as among other things was a 
skit about a lady that kept trying to reach various people in the Social Security Administration 
about a problem and got a recorded message from all of them.  Finally, giving up she called 
God and again got a recording saying to leave a number and he would get back with her 



ASAP.  I was in a location at the end of this large building and I was supposed to say that I 
was God on a recording  and because of my hard of hearing I couldn't hear my lead-in and 
she had to do it three times before I finally woke up and yelled loudly into a mike amplified 
with a gruff tone … “Hello, This is God.  I am unavailable at the moment but if you will leave 
your name and number I will return your call as soon as possible.  It was a little bit late, but it 
worked out OK.  Joyce was a little shook thinking that I had screwed up the whole thing, and I 
almost did.  God by phone aint easy to a deaf guy but I recovered.  The point was that she 
had a problem and couldn't get anyone to answer without a recorded message, not even 
God.  I finally got it right, it was very entertaining.

We were also very fortunate to have the Will Rogers High Alumni Band.  It had members from 
several classes over the years, the latest were still in school, and the oldest was a graduate 
from 1947.  Now there is a guy who is enjoying his retirement.  The band was directed by 
John Cooper, the new band director at Will Rogers and he did a great job.  The final numbers 
were the Alma Mater and the Fight Song.  It made the evening even more  memorable.

WAYNE BAGBY

SATURDAY LUNHEON AT CAROL PITTMAN SOUTHARDS

Talk about a lovely outdoor event, this was it.  A beautiful day, great weather, lunch under tall 
shade trees and enjoying eighty of our classmates.  The tables were decorated, buffet tables 
set up with delicious sandwiches, fruit, chips and dips and ice tea to top it off.  Perfect for an 
early June day.  Everyone felt so comfortable, it was easy to mix and meet and chat with each 
other.  Afterwards everyone headed for the school auditorium where the present principal 
talked and we saw slides of ourselves in High School and pictures of a lot of us as we are 
today, all the while with music of the fifties playing in the background.  It really touched all of 
us, almost brought tears to your eyes, all in all a great afternoon.

PAUL AND SUE BAKER McBRIDE

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

It was a special evening for everyone!  We first had a group picture taken on the patio outside 
the hotel.  There was of course a lot of visiting going on and a lot of catching up.  Next came a 
hearty dinner with a meat combo and all the trimmings.  The decorations provided by Sue 
White Cravens and her ladies were outstanding.  They included balloons and ceramic Will 
Rogers cups designed by Wayne Bagby and made by our own Jody Quinten.  A cup with blue 
plums radiating the light coming out the top, was provided for each classmate to take home.

Bill Latting headed up the program with the aid of Carol(Pittman) Southard and Wayne Bagby. 
Our Class President, Teddy was on board and said a few words.  Wayne Turner also had 
something to say.  We all enjoyed and evening of 50's music edited and provided by Leo 
Christerson.  It was fun to hear several classmates share about who had lived in their 
neighborhoods while growing up.  Jon Howard shared with us a prestigious award that had 



been presented to him.  There were some who were still able on the dance floor but all 
evening there was a “Whole Lot of Reminiscing Going  On”.  I observed that there were some 
in attendance who had not made it to previous reunions.  To all who didn't make it .. WE 
MISSED YOU!  Truly we enjoyed a very “SPECIAL NIGHT, SATURDAY”.

ED STADLER

SUNDAY MORNING “FAIRWELL GATHERING”

Ask anyone who made it to the Sunday Morning reunion “Farewell Gathering” and you will get 
a great report.  It was a powerful and fitting way to wrap up another successful reunion.  Over 
30 met in the hospitality suite for brunch and a time of visiting, and Jeanne Williams 
introduced our speaker, our won Dick Ross who is a member of the pastoral staff at Tulsa's 
Open Bible Fellowship.

The first thing Dick did was to acknowledge our deceased classmates.  He then opened his 
talk with an interesting article showing how we tend to refer to our age at various stages 
during our chronological progression through life.  It was hilarious.  It also hit close to home! 
And it led right into his riveting message on the urgency of always being prepared and having 
our affairs in order … in our daily lives on earth, of course, but more specifically our lives 
eternally.  There can be no better advice than that.

Wayne Bagby wrapped it up by getting us all involved in one more trip down memory lane.  It 
was fun and very nostalgic.  Following some hugs and tears, we headed our various ways 
with a renewed desire to give it a go for “the big 60th”!

BILL LATTING

RESPONSES
Jon Howard, To all of you for the reunion and newsletter, a job well done!  Enclosed is 
a picture taken back in the “50's showing children from the Children's Medical Center 
attending a party at the Orpheum sponsored by Charles Williams, VP of Williams Bros. 
Co. with me at the far left.  You'll recall that Coach White's wife was in charge of 
Volunteers, Don Ragon's wife was a nurse at CMC, and our assistant Principal's wife 
was in charge of the Sunny Side School.
Joan (Wadlow) Case, Thanks again for all the good work you guys do for the class. 
Enclosed is something to help with the newsletter.  (THANKS for the donation Joan!)
Terry Green, We do so enjoy receiving the Newsletters and hearing all the news 
about the class of “52.  Enclosed is a little something towards keeping it going.  We 
are looking forward to being at the reunion.  (THANKS for the donation Terry!)



Robert Hart, I've been looking at all the pictures of the reunion on the Web Site – 
thanks very much!  It looks like the Reunion was very successful.  Thanks for the 
efforts of all the organizing persons.  I also am enjoying the Yearbook, but there is one 
problem, I'm listed as “Dr. Robert Hart”.  Don't know how “Dr” got in there, and as 
much as I would like to claim that title, I am afraid I am not eligible to use it.  Please 
put a note correcting the error in the next newsletter. (Here “tis)  Thanks again to all 
who worked to put the reunion together.
Joyce Rieske, We really enjoyed the reunion: it was the best one yet!  We out-of-
towners owe you a debt of gratitude which we cannot repay.  Thank you for your 
enormous contribution to the newsletter, and the reunion.  Please accept our 
compliments on your participation in Saturday  Nights festivities.  (We have to add 
Joyce that we THANK YOU for your  CONTRIBUTIONS and emceeing the Friday 
Night's festivities.  We all loved the “Land of Sandra Dee”  Thanks!)

JOANNE STADLER

HOSPITALITY ROOM
One of the benefits of being a host at the Reunion Hospitality Room is that you have 
an opportunity to visit with most if not all to our classmates who attend.  Not only do 
you see old friends for the first time since high school, but you have a chance to hear 
all the old stories that we've heard a hundred times and still enjoy hearing.
As always, we served up a variety of sandwiches and pastries and provided a 
selection of beverages which seemed to be well received.  One notable change in our 
classmates tastes over the years is that “beer is OUT and wine is IN”.  Of course it 
could be that the Samuel Adams and imported stuff have simply replaced Bud and 
Coors.  The one exception to this came from the Ragan brothers, Dan and Don who 
special ordered a bottle of Wild Turkey.
Among the memorabilia we had on display in th e Hospitality Room was the fabled 
quilted blanket which had been signed at previous reunions by our classmates.  This 
year the reunion committee decided to have a drawing during the Saturday night 
dinner with the winner baking home the blanket for keeps.  Ann Sherrod was our lucky 
winer.
The best event held at this years Hospitality Room was saved until the last day.  On 
Sunday morning, we opened the Hospitality Room at 9:30 AM for a farewell gathering. 
About 35 classmates and spouses attended to hear a fellow graduate and long time 
pastor Dick Ross deliver a marvelous memorial to those classmates who are no longer 
with us and a message to those of us who are still around.  For both Ed and me this 
eas the high point of the Hospitality activities.

Ed Voorhees and Dan Strong
   Co-Chairman of the Hospitality Room



DONATIONS
Again, you all have been great with the support for the Newsletter.  Since postage has 
gone up and we will try to put more color into this one with pictures of the reunion, we 
really appreciate the contributions!  The following were certainly generous on top of 
the expense of coming to the reunion: Suzy Loveless Pope, Joan Wadlow Case, 
Carolyn Peeples Prince, Terry Green, Buddy Fulton, Mary Sue White Killam. Janice 
Priebe Windsor, Bill Lawyer, Jeannie Winningham Curry and Bobbie Young Reisinger. 
Loye you guys!

WEB PAGE
If you are able to acess the web, it is imperative you check out our web page.  Warren 
Cox who does a great job as web master said he has over two hundred pictures with 
names for your viewing.  The pictures cover every ement of the reunion.  Don't miss it. 
If you don't have the address bookmarked. Here it is.  .  www.rogersclassof52.org

DEPARTED CLASSMATES
We have lost three more of our classmates.  Our hearts and prayers go out to their 
families and friends.  They are: Patricia McKay Reardon in May of 2007 and Margie 
Frisbee Goines-Michaels in September of 2007 and Barbara McKinney Outzs.

LADIES LUNCHEON
We are beginning our sixth year of monthly meetings for lunch on the third Wednesday 
of each month.  If you are going to be in town please come and join us.  If you live 
close and have never joined us, please come, we would love seeing and visiting with 
you.  Call Jeanne Williams at 918-592-1514 or email deannew@hotmail.com   or Jody 
True Quinten at 918-627-5088, email  jodyq2@sbcglobal.net

YEARBOOKS FOR SALE
We still have several Reunion Yearbooks for sale.  If you are interested please send 
$10.00 to Carol Pitman Southard at 5625 South Delaware, Tulsa, OK 74105.

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/
mailto:jodyq2@sbcglobal.net
mailto:deannew@hotmail.com


GROUP PICTURE

Row 1: Bob Hackendorf, Bill Lawyer, Warren Cox, Jack Jett, Willie Morris, Terry Proctor, 
Phylis Strader Cotton, Ann Sherrod, Carolyn Peeples Prince, Jerry Zelinka
Row 2: Sandy Walworth Twilley, Sue Alexander Varna, Mairlyn MCKinney Stone, Marilyn 
Bullock Devasier, Joyce Burnham Rieske, Roger Berg, Charles Dean, Jody True Quinten, 
Nancy Shields Harrison, Janice Priebe Windsor
Row 3: Ed Stadler, dick Ross, steve Nichols, Dan Ragan, Willima Johnson Caudle, Nancy 
Owen, Wayne Turner
Row 4: Leo Christerson, gary Millikan, Carol Barthelmass Hobock, Don Ragan, Jon Howard, 
Buddy Jones, Jeanne Williams, Barbara Rosika Montgomery, JoAnn Wells Steiner, Shirley 
Yeubanks bandy, Bill Latting, Sue Baker McBride
Row 5: Wes Burris, Karl Reid, Charles Rowan, Bill Burgess, Dan Strong, Barbara Young 
Riesinger, Carol Pittman Southard, Wayne Bagby, Jerry Waughtal, Susie Robertson McComb, 
Tom McComb











IN CLOSING
Our 55th has sadly come and all so quickly passed, BUT oh what a joy and special 
times together!  Those memories and lives we touched will truly linger long in our 
hearts.  June 1, 2 and 3 we'll carry forever.  Missed many who were unable to come, 
but you were truly with us in spirit.

Everyone was so anxious to help and be a part of what was going on, regardless of 
what it was.  From registration, hospitality room to our Friday night party, Saturday 
brunch at the Southards, visit to Will on the Hill, our Saturday evening grand function 
to the closing farewell on Sunday.  We had a total of sixty-seven classmates, ninety-six 
(spouses included) – from Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, Louisiana, Colorado, Minnesota, 
California, Utah, Maryland and Virginia.

Special thanks to Joyce Burnham Rieske, one outstanding performer on Friday night, 
to the trio on Saturday night, Bill Latting, Carol Pittman Southard and Wayne Bagby, 
who kept us continuously laughing: to Paster Dick Ross' special farewell on Sunday, 



and excellent ending.  Can't overlook Dan Strong and Ed Voorhees who faithfully kept 
the food, fun and fellowship moving in the Hospitality Room, Sue White cravens and 
Jody True Quinten (and their helpers) whose decorations were truly outstanding and 
Warren Cox, our excellent web master.

Reunion Committee you were wonderful as each diligently worked over the last three 
years.  Then it took YOU who came from far and near to complete it all!

JEANNE WILLIAMS
   REUNION COORDINATOR
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